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Calcutta, the modern capital of the Indian Empire. It is
divided into a European and native city, jointly cover-
ing an area of some 15 square miles. The European
quarter, which is inhabited chiefly by the English, has
a Western aspect, being laid out with fine spacious
thoroughfares, which in the Chowringhee or aristocratic
quarter are lined with many fine public buildings and
large private residences. It is the frontage of Chowring-
hee which has caused Calcutta to be called " The City of
Palaces." The houses are built in an architectural
style peculiar to Bengal and suitable to the climate.
This style is handsome as well as commodious, and may
be regarded as an instance of originality on the part
of the English. The native city also, in which the
native population is collected, has broad straight streets,
well laid out, and in that respect differs from the aspect
of an ordinary Eastern town. It is interspersed with
fine public buildings .and some native houses built in
the English style; otherwise the native houses are poorly
built, quite inferior to those of the other capitals in
India, the climate of Bengal being unfavourable to native
architecture.

But all alike have easy access to the pleasant Eden
gardens, which with their tropical vegetation and
refreshing ornamental waters form a charming fore-
ground to the surrounding government buildings. Here
the winding waters, the varied foliage, the amphitheatre
of handsome edifices, the forest of masts from the ship-
ping in the near distance, the guns of Fort William
overlooking the animated scene, produce a very pleasing
impression.

Calcutta is fairly well supplied with water pumped
from the Hugli into filtering beds, whence it is conveyed
through pipes for a distance of 14 miles to the city.
Above the harbour the river is crossed by a pontoon